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closest thing he has to a friend, can stand to be near him. But friendship of any kind becomes a matter of
survival when pandemic tears the world to pieces. Now, the survivors--children here and there, untouched by
the plague--must hang together or die. Catastropolis is a book of endings. When a single generation is lost, the
structures of society fail--utterly, maybe forever. But there are beginnings too, visions of what life in a new
future might hold for those willing to fight for it. It is here in this new, primitive age that Josiah finds his voice,
and a new people find a prophet to lead them out of the wilderness. But it is also here that heaven and hell will
contend for them first. Chapter 1 My neighbors see this work as a chartered undertaking, a sanctioned effort.
They want to be a part of it, and rightly so, for this is their story. So at all opportunities they encourage me with
helpful offerings. | try to accept them with grace. Dori Kelso s funeral last week brought me this: Max Gailey
whispering in one ear that | must remember the corn blight of 28, his grandson in the other that | must not
forget the tornados that took houses on three straight days in September of 42. Three straight days! Noah
Street, who boards our cow and delivers our milk in the morning, is a walking catalogue of obituaries filed by
year and cause of death. His wife, who accompanies him on alternate days, manages the births, and from them
both | receive faded...
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