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flanks of the Union army, and to protect its retreat, there was considerable cavalry fighting on Monday, the
21st. On that day, at the extreme Federal right, the Third Brigade of Col. E. M. McCook s first division of cavalry
(of Mitchell s corps), composed of the 4th, 5th, and 6th Kentucky cavalry regiments, under the command of Col.
Louis D. Watkins, of the 6th, to which regiment | belonged, was engaged in covering the retreat of the Union
forces and guarding wagons from the battlefield to Chattanooga, when we were assailed in front and on the
flank by Wheeler s division of Rebel cavalry. My immediate command, composed of two companies of my
regiment, received the brunt of the attack in front, and kept the enemy at bay until the remainder of the
brigade extricated itself and escaped. At about 4 o clock in the afternoon, near Pond Springs, Ga., our small
force of less than one hundred men was surrounded by Terry s Texas Cavalry Rangers, and myself and the
adjutant of my regiment. Lieut. Hugh B. Kelly, with sixty-two men, were taken prisoners. After having been
guarded at the place of capture until dark, the enemy compelled us to make a toilsome march that night to the
railroad near Ringgold, a distance of about ten miles. We were here placed upon cars and carried southward
with other prisoners to Kingston, arriving there the following afternoon, when we were locked in the court
house. Here, thirty hours after our capture, we received the first food, a small cake of corn bread being given to
each prisoner....
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