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A PLEA FOR THE CHRISTIANS: TO THE EMPERORS MARCUS AURELIUS
ANONINUS AND LUCIUS AURELIUS COMMODUS, CONQUERORS OF
ARMENIA AND SARMATIA, AND MORE THAN ALL, PHILOSOPHERS

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Athenagoras (c. 133 - c. 190 AD) was a Father of the Church, an Ante-
Nicene Christian apologist who lived during the second half of the 2nd century of whom little is known for
certain, besides that he was Athenian (though possibly not originally from Athens), a philosopher, and a convert
to Christianity. In his writings he styles himself as Athenagoras, the Athenian, Philosopher, and Christian. There
is some evidence that he was a Platonist before his conversion, but this is not certain. Although his work
appears to have been well-known and influential, mention of him by other early Christian apologists, notably in
the extensive writings of Eusebius, is strangely absent. It may be that his treatises, circulating anonymously,
were for a time considered as the work of another apologist, or there may have been other circumstances now
lost. There are only two mentions of him in early Christian literature: several accredited quotations from his
Apology in a fragment of Methodius of Olympus (died 312) and some untrustworthy biographical details in the
fragments of the Christian History of Philip of Side (c. 425). Philip of Side claims that Athenagoras headed the
Catechetical School of Alexandria (which is probably incorrect) and notes that Athenagoras converted to
Christianity aCer initially familiarizing himself with the Scriptures in an attempt to controvert them. His writings
bear witness to his erudition and culture, his power as a philosopher and rhetorician, his keen appreciation of
the intellectual temper of his age, and his tact and delicacy in dealing with the powerful opponents of his
religion. Thus his writings are credited by some later scholars as having had a more significant impact on their
intended audience...
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