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East-West Center, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Is rising emigration proof of a Pacific Island nation s failure to
fulfill its economic promise and provide the jobs that its citizens seek in a modernized society? Or is it a
legitimate alternative development strategy that depends on the export of surplus labor in lieu of the more
conventional methods recommended by donor nations and international financial institutions? In this report,
Francis X. Hezel, SJ, sheds light on these questions by reviewing the 30-year history of migration from one
Pacific Island nation, the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) and examining the current status of its migrants.
Hezel reports that although out-migration from the FSM began in small numbers in 1980, the outflow intensified
when the Compact of Free Association went into effect in 1986. In return for exclusive strategic access by the
United States, the Compact granted FSM citizens free entry into the United States and its territories to establish
residence and work. This report traces the growth of the early Micronesian communities on Guam and Saipan,
and the subsequent migration eastward to Hawai i and the continental United States. Today, one-third of all
people born in the FSM live outside their island nation. Hezel presents the results of a groundbreaking 2012
survey of Micronesian migrants, showing that an ever-increasing segment of the migrant population is putting
down roots in the US mainland. There, despite difficulties they encounter, these individuals and families are
able to find more plentiful jobs, a reduced cost of living, and an environment without some of the negative
stereotypes that grip fellow migrants in Guam and Hawai i. Hezel tracks the changes in their living conditions
and shows that even if Micronesian...
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