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round ball, as in the thrift and common clover. Sheath. The sheath or spathe (spalha), is a kind of leaf, situated
on a stem, and enfolding one or more flowers. It may be plainly seen in the snowdrop, and in the narcissus. In a
common plant which grows under hedges, the arum, or lords and ladies as children call it, the spathe is seen
cnveloping a kind of club-shaped column. This column is called the spadix. Catkin (amentum). This is an oblong
piece, on which are situated a number of scales, and in each scale is found stamens or pistils. In some catkins
the scales hold stamens only; in some they hold pistils. The brown drooping pieces which hang on the hazel,
and are called by children lambs tails, are catkins; and so are those fragrant yellow balls on the willows, which
children call goslings. The scales are the calyxes on these balls. The learner might say this cannot be a mode of
flowering, because there are no blossoms; but he must remember what has been said before, that botanists
consider that stamens and pistils alone form a flower, without any other part. We shall here describe what is
meant by a compound flower. A compound flower, although it appears but a single flower, is in fact an
assemblage of flowers, in one calyx. Look at the daisy, there we have in...
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