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Stalin's Eagles is the most complete and detailed book ever published on the Soviet aces. All of the great names
are here: Kozhedub, Pokryshkin, Rechkalov, Koldunov, Popkov and numerous others whose thrilling exploits
were an inspiration to their comrades, and who handily outscored the top American and British aces. Hundreds
of portraits illuminate the lives of many aces, most unknown to western readers, and the desperate struggles of
these outstanding fighter pilots who in the end were to make the skies above Eastern Europe their fiefdom. The
history of the Soviet fighter command in World War Il began in tragedy with the slaughter of inexperienced
squadrons by the triumphant Luftwaffe. Read here of their dramatic recovery and the terrible losses of the
Luftwaffe at the hands of Russian elite pilots as they were winning complete supremacy in the air. In almost
four years of continuous action, the Soviet air forces were credited with destroying over 43, 000 enemy aircraft
in aerial combat producing some 800 aces with 15 or more kills. lllustrated with over 300 photographs, many
taken from the personal collections of veteran pilots, and supplemented by exhaustive statistical information
this unique record represents a major research effort and will prove fascinating to all who have an interest in
the history of aerial warfare. For the first time the deeds and feats of the Shturmovik aces-the tank hunters and
assault aircraft of the Soviet Air Force-are recorded in detail, and an entire chapter presents the history of all
Soviet fighter units. Little known in the West, Soviet pilots flew over Korea and many achieved ace status-all are
named here with details of their careers and aerial victories. Forewords are by twice hero of...
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