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edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition SoEware. The principle of least eFort is a broad theory that
covers diverse fields from evolutionary biology to webpage design. It postulates that animals, people, even well
designed machines will naturally choose the path of least resistance or eFort. This is perhaps best known or at
least documented among researchers in the field of library and information science. Their principle states that
an information seeking client will tend to use the most convenient search method, in the least exacting mode
available. Information seeking behavior stops as soon as minimally acceptable results are found. This theory
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Zipf, author of this classic treatment of the subject. He theorized that the distribution of word use was due to
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