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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: . . . fellows, in any avenue of life in which there is severe competition, it will be found
that this individual has had the benefit of a rural environment during the critical period of his development.
Almost without exception it will be found that he was reared in the country, or in a village with its rural
advantages, or that prolonged visits to the country were made during his childhood. If one will write down the
great names of any branch of knowledge or human activity, from the earliest times to the present day, and
then will take the trouble to look up their early biography he will be impressed with the importance of the rural
over the urban environment. This is all the more remarkable when we consider that about one-half the people
live in the cities and that here are to be found the best schools and other institutions calculated to promote
individual culture and power. It is remarked by business men that the boys from the country come to the city
and in time work into the best places. The subject is a most important one and worthy of the fullest
investigation, because of its bearing upon the education of city children. In searching for an explanation a
considerable variety of views will be developed. Is it that the average country boy is better fed, better clothed,
has better air, is more active or has more responsibility thrust upon his shoulders There are many city...
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